The Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton HAEMOLYTIC streptococci were first subdivided into groups by precipitation of specific carbohydrate (Lancefield, 1933 (Lancefield, , 1934 . It In 1958 he had been admitted with septic arthritis of the left first metatarso-phalangeal joint and again later that year with two indolent ulcers on the left foot, which lesions had gradually healed. He was a rather frail old man. The blood pressure was 160/80 mmHg and the pulse was irregular due to extrasystoles. The left foot was relatively warm, but there were no pedal pulses palpable. There was dry gangrene of the lateral border of the foot, all four lateral toes and the lateral half of the hallux.
The right foot was cold and pulseless, but there was no gangrene.
Operation: On 11 June a mid-thigh amputation was carried out under a general anaesthetic. This was the traditional operation at the site of election 25 cm distal to the greater trochanter. Generous skin flaps were allowed. The muscles were sutured over the end of the bone stump;
